Reconstitution of human airway tissue in the humanized xenograft model.
Normal human airway epithelial tissue may be reconstituted in the humanized xenograft model in immunodeficient NUDE mice. Epithelial cells dissociated from human fetal or adult tissue are seeded on a denuded rat trachea and implanted in the NUDE mice. After a first step of dedifferentiation, the human epithelial cells adhere on the denuded basal lamina of the rat host trachea and progressively reconstitute a normal well-differentiated epithelium after several steps of migration, proliferation, stratification and redifferentiation.